Massive subdural haematoma: an unusual complication of septicaemia in preterm very low birthweight infants.
Non-traumatic massive subdural haematoma is a rare condition in newborn infants and is usually associated with hereditary coagulation disorders or congenital vascular malformation. Its occurrence in preterm very low birthweight infants secondary to systemic bacterial infection has not been reported. We describe two extremely preterm neonates who developed massive subdural haematoma as a result of gram-negative septicaemia and disseminated intravascular coagulation. Both infants suffered severe parenchymal cerebral injury and hydrocephalus. Clinicians should be aware of this unusual and catastrophic complication if a very low birthweight infant with severe sepsis and disseminated intravascular coagulation suddenly deteriorates despite successful treatment with antibiotics. Radiological imaging by cranial ultrasound or computed tomography scanning should be routinely considered in all such infants for the detection of intracranial bleeding.